Patent ductus arteriosus and retinopathy of prematurity in infants below 27 weeks gestation.
Retrospective study of infants who survived the neonatal period after delivery at 24-26 weeks gestation revealed patency of the ductus arteriosus (PDA) in 44%. The mean birthweight of infants who developed PDA was lower. Retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) was seen in 79% of survivors with 24% having grade III or IV involvement. All but one of the more severe grades of ROP occurred among infants with PDA. Infants with PDA required more prolonged ventilatory support. Perinatal factors did not have a significant role in the development of these complications.